i) HAMS WITH CLASS

Dayton Youth Forum Reaches
Quarter Century Milestone

By Carole Perry, WB2ZMGP

ith 10 young speakers, eager to give their presenta-
Wtiuns. Photo A, and special guests who wanted to give

greetings and invitations to the audience, and with
lots of prizes to give out, plus a new special segment to intro-
duce, 1 knew we were in a race against the clock again at the
25" Youth Forum at the 2012 Dayton Hamvention®.

For me, three hours always appears to fly at this forum
because we have so many good things to squeeze in. The shar-
ing factor is what drives this forum and the Teachers” Forum.

Everyone shared in my delight to observe the special ban-
ner that was custom made for our 250 Youth Forum by Phil
Henline, WA9KFB, and inspired by Rich Siff, W4BUE. Tt will
be displayed at our Youth Forums from now on.

Traditionally. the Dayton ¥ outh Forum has been a time dur-
ing which we share in celebrating the accomplishments of our

“I waited a long time . . . 24 vears, in fact, to be
able to say, ‘Welcome to the 25th Youth Forum.'”
— Carole Perrv, WB2MGP

young presenters, and we share our ideas to motivate others to
become involved with young peaple,

YDXA Brings Adventure for Young Radio
Amateurs

Keeping with this theme, the first group to make a presen-
tation was the Youth DX Adventure (Y DXA) team led by two
of my favorite people: Don DuBon, N6JRL, president of
Dayton Amateur Radio Association; and Dave Kalter,
KBS8OCP. general forums chairman.

£

Photo A. Ten cuistanding young radio amateurs gave impressive presentations on a wide range of topics at the 25! Youth
Forum during the 2012 Dayton Hamvention®. {Photography courtesy of WB2MGP)
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Buddipole is more than an antenna, it’s a versatile system for launching your signal.

Optimized for transmit power and proven for DX work. the Buddipole is the secret

weapon used by HF portable operators all over the world.

See our videos

www.youtube.com/buddipole

Hillsbore, OR 97123

3028 SE 59th Court, Suite EO0 tel: (S03) 591 8001

Secure online ordering at:
www.buddipole.com

info@buddipole.com
ax: (503) 214 6802

Photo B. John Amodeo, NNBJA, one of the producers of the
ABC-TV hit sitcom Last Man Standing, starring Tim Allen,
“KAGXTT,” urged the young people attending the 25 Youth
Forum, “to have fun with ham radio, and to continue to
develop the skills that will enhance their pursuits later in life."
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This tabulous DXpedition to Costa Rica is for kids and a par-
ent — and is totally free. The selected kids are expected to help
outin raising funds tor this wonderful experience. Several young
people in the andience went last year, One of the presenters, 12-
year-old Kaitlyn Cole, KS3P, attended this summer with her
dad, | hope to see this adventure grow and grow every year.

Inspiration From An ABC Sitcom Producer

John Amodeo, NN6JA. 15 one of the producers of the won-
derful ABC-TV sitcom Last Man Standing, starring Tim Allen.
John recognizes the importance of recruiting efforts in our hobby
and service. Amateur radio has even been incorporated into the
TV show, with Allen as the fictional KAGXTT (KAG eX Tim
Taylor).

John, Photo B, especially supports the maotivation and
recruitment of young people. And obviously he's pretty good
at it. He has helped to bring 12 people from his production crew
into amateur radio. John shared with the audience that he was
always interested in radio, and developed a wonderful set of
skills that helped him as an adult when he pursued a career in
entertainment,

He encouraged the voungsters in the audience to have fun
with ham radio, and to continue to develop the skills that will
enhance their pursuits later in life, He was very inspirational.

Pike Family, On Traveling With Ham Radio

The Pike family, Justin, KJ4AXF. age 17: Patrick,
KJ4AXD, age 14, and Collin, KJ4AXB, age |8, Photo C, did
a great presentation on “HF around the World™ — a great dis-
cussion covering the basics of traveling with ham radio.
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Photo C. The Pike brothers, Justin, KJ4AXF, 17; Patrick,
KJ4AXD, 14; and Collin, KJ4AXB, 18, spoke about “HF
around the World" — a great discussion covering the basics of
traveling with ham radio.

Photo D.
Seventeen-year-old
Mick O°'Dell,
KD@OCR, is
fascinated by EQSS
{edge of space
science) and shared
his experiences with
building payloads for
balloon launcheas.

They spoke of the basic equipment, the need to have your
license prominently displaved for customs, and how to most
efficiently pack the radio, antenna, power supply, manuals, log
book, and so on.

They even showed us a slide of the boys setting up radio gear
at Hadrian’s Wall <htip:#/bitly/LGuePM> — in minus 10
degrees Fahrenheit weather. The boys volunteered to answer
questions after the forum, and set up a Buddipole right in the
room. These very impressive young men already have a fasci-
nating travelogue of locations from which they’ve operated
around the world.

KD@OCR: To the Edge of Space

Nick O'Dell, KDBOCR, age 17, Photo D, is a member of
the BARC Jr. group that is always well represented at the Youth
Forum in Dayton. Nick is fascinated by EOQSS (edge of space
science} and shared his experiences with building payloads for
balloon launches.

Influenced by another BARC Ir. member, and former young
presenter, Austin Schaller, KDBFAA, Nick enjoys doing com-
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puter programming for fun. The andience
loved his presentation, especially the part
about the payload design — including a
jar of cockroaches. He also made really
good points about taking advantage of
failures, or situations that don’t work out
the way you've planned. It should be
taken as an opportunity for learning.
For the first time in 23 years, Rip and
Ellie Van Winkle, NVOM, and
NOCOQX., who are the heart and soul of
BARC Jr, weren't able to atiend the
Youth Forum. We all send them our best
and look forward to seeing them right
there in the first row again next year,

YLs: Outreach and
Recruitment Are Key

Kaitlyn Cole, KS3P, age 12, Photo
E. gave a wonderful presentation on
“Youth and Y1.'s — No Limits.” She was
the 2011 Young Ham of the Year,

Kaitlyn and 1 believe that YLs should
make a special effort to recruit other Yls
into the hobby and service. She is an Extra
Class licensee and volunteered at the
ARRL booth at Dayton. She believes
most young people don't have the right
idea about amateur radio. They believe it
15 old fashioned and not relevant.

Kaitlyn would like to see better mar-
keting efforts to get young people
involved in amateur radio. She described
the importance of getting youth involved
during emergency situations. Her home
QTH is Harvest. Alabama, which was
struck by aterrible wornado in April 200 1.

The hams turmed 1o the SKY WARN®
net and welcomed young licensed ama-
teurs to help out with the disaster.

‘Smile, You're On Dayton
Camera’

Ax this point I invited everyone to
smile and turmm toward Al Eckman,
WWEWW, and his ARGYL (Amateur
Radio for Youth in Lowell) crew from
Lowell high school in Michigan who do
the fabulous recording job for the Youth
Forum.

Their expertise and dedication is sim-
ply amazing. The DVD they produce is
an invaluable aid to me after the forum,
and serves as a tool for clubs across the
country to use to model other youth
forums.

A Soft Touch with Radio
Control Software

Next up was Danny McReynolds,
KDOILX, age 13, who spoke about
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Photo E. Kalth.rn Cole, KS3P, spoke
about "Youth and ¥L's — Mo Limits."
She was the 2011 Young Ham of
the Year.

Photo F. Seventeen-year-old Erin King,
AK4JG, is a high school senior

who celebrated getting into the
Massachusetts Institlute of Technology
(MIT) by sending her acceptance letter
to the edge of space.

“*Writing Your Own Radio Control
Software.” The premise of his talk was
that since ham radio equipment has
become so sophisticated, it's nearly
impossible to build gear today like a ham
might have done in the past.

Instead of building hardware, Danny
proposed that building custom software
to control the computerized rigs is a bet-
ter way to go. This |3-year-old told us
that this can be done with a minimum of
programming knowledge by using the
Microsoft Visual Studio suite which is
available for free from Microsoft. With
step by $tep instruclion, SOmeone can cre-
ate his own screen design, implement the
features he desires, and write the code to
communicate with the radios. It was very
impressive listening to this technical pre-
sentation by a young ham.

Up, Up and Away (to MIT)

Erin King, AK4JG, 17, is a high
school senior who celebrated getting into
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IT'16 EA Tube goes to Near Space!

[
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Photo G. AK4JG's balloon launch that took her MIT
acceptance letter to the edge of space, and its subsequent
recoverny were captured in a YouTube video, Watch it at,
<http:/fbit ly/KIPO=. (YouTube screen grab)

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) by sending
her acceptance letter to the edge of space, Photo F.

After she had received early admission, Erin leamed about
the school’s “Hack the Tubes™ tradition, where students make
wacky art or conduct creative experiments with the silver tubes
that contain their acceptance letters,

Several months ago, Erin filmed a YouTube video of her
rigging the tube to a small weather balloon, two GPS equipped
radios, a camera and a helium tank, (WATCH: AK4/G s bal-
loon  faunch and  recovery, Photo G, on YouTube,
<htip: bt WEKTPO>, — WBZMGP)

She released the balloon in Lumpkin, Georgia. It rose to
90, (0K} feet, the very edge of space, before the halloon popped,
A parachute then deployed, and the silver tube with the accep-
tance letter drifted slowly to earth. APRS { Automatic Position
Reporting System) direction finding helped Erin’s team to
locate the balloon. Members of the local amateur radio club
chased the tube [0 miles across South Georgia. It was dis-
covered in a tree in Cordele, 75 miles from where it was
launched. The video is very exciting.

Appreciation for ‘The Prize Manager’

At this point [ acknowledged our good friend Ralph Irish,
WAEROI, standing guard over our prize table. Ralph has been
the “prize manager™ for the Youth Forum for 22 years, Photo
H. He not only helps with organizing and awarding of the many
prizes, he has the prize tickets printed for us, and he and his
club, the L’ Anse Creuse ARC, have been generous contribu-
tors of prizes for the young presenters as well as for the audi-
ence for all these years,

115 this kind of support that adds so much to the success and
smooth running of the 3-hour forum.

Amateur Radio Under the Radar

Brady Gordon, ACAXR, 12, from BARC Jr., made his sec-
ond appearance at the Dayton Youth Forum. This year his talk
was on “Stealth Amateur Radio Operations.” Brady had the
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Photo H. Ralph Irish, WBROI, has been the "prize manager”
for the Youth Forum for 22 years. He poses here with
WB2MGP under the custom-designed banner for the 25t
Youth Forum. It was created by Phil Henline, WASKFB, and
inspired by Rich Siff, W4BUE.

andience try to identify where his antennas were hidden by
showing us a photo of his home. No one could see them.

His 80-meter dipole was on the roof at 35 feet — very clev-
erly hidden, Brady explained that stealth operations are when
you operate in a very restricted environment. He gave us many
examples of how successfully he operates in different contests,
including the 2011 ARRL November Sweepstakes where he
and his dad won a certificate.

Brady showed us a photo of his home with a 3-element tri-
bander on top of a 25-foot aluminum tower. He assured us, his
neighbors don't have a chance to complain because it’s only up
for one weekend, and then it goes under the porch. He alsa
spoke of working on Echolink, satellites, and remote opera-
tions. For more information, Brady invites you to visit,
<http:/fStealth. lowswr.coms.

A Young Op’s Perspective

Mikaila Williams, KI4DS, was my youngest presenter. “A
Mine Year Old’s View on the Importance of Kids in Amateur
Radio™ delighted the audience,

Mikaila got her Extra Class license when she was 8 years
old. Her motivation was to help out in emergencies, especially
after hearing stories about the role of amateur radio in the earth-
quake and tsunami in Japan in March 201 1.

The clubs and organizations she belongs to are: Lake Monroe
Amateur Radio Society (LMARS). a group thal sponsored
Mikaila and her parents’ trip to Dayton; along with QCW A, the
Disney Emergency Radio Services (DEARS), the Osceola
Emergency Radio Services, and the Mid-Florida Region
American Red Cross Disaster Services and the Youth Program.
Mikaila’s message to kids is to have fun and not let age be a
limiting factor in helping your community.
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Photo I. Andrea
Hartlage, KG41UM,
2005 Youth Forum
presenter,
encouraged the
youngsters to get
involved and not let
age be a factor in
restricting their
radio activities.
Here she is with
WB2MGP at the
2005 Youth Forum,

Before letting Mikaila return to her seat, 1 asked her o wait
up tfront with me while 1 told our andience about a contest. This
past winter, | was approached by Evan Rolek, K95QG, who
had the idea of a contest for young hams called, “What I have
done to assist a senior citizen or disabled person,”

We each contributed $50 and advertised the contest for sev-
eral months. The winner would be announced at the Youth
Forum, but did not have to be a young presenter. It so happened
that the winner was young Mikaila Williams, for her extraor-
dinary work described in a letter sent by a senior citizen in
Mikaila’s neighborhood who was so very grateful for assistance
when she really desperately needed it.

ICOM Supports Boy Scouts of America

Next up was Ray Novak, N9JA, from ICOM who broke the
news about ICOM becoming the official vendor for the Boy
Scouts of America. The 2013 Boy Scout Jamboree and the
Radio Merit badge program will now have 1COM equipment
tor the scouts o use and become involved with radio through
hands on experiences.

This is one example of the terrific dedication to youth that
Ray, as arepresentative of TCOM has always shown. Their gen-
erous donation of radios to every young speaker at the Dayton
Youth Forum has been a longtime tradition.

In Celebration of 25 Years: Where Are They
Now?

To mark the occasion of 25 vears of the Youth Forum [intro-
duced a new segment called, “Where Are They Now'!™”

Six former speakers were contacted and asked to produce a
brief power point presentation of how ham radio, and being a
presenter at the Youth Forum influenced their career choices,
schools attended, hobbies, and so0 on.

. Austin Schaller, KDOFAA (2009 and 2011)

. Nicky Lance, KCSSWM, (2000)

. Andrew Koenig, KESGDB, (2006)

. Kristen Lundy, KC@INX, (2000) — who was there o
narrate her story in person

. Mary Alestra, KB21GG, (1990 Young Ham of the Year
and one of my 7' grade students) Rebecca Rich. KBOVVT,
were on a combined power point put together by Al Eckman
and his crew, and was narrated by Dan Onan, KDENSV, from
the ARGYL group.
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This segment was a big hit with everyone. Parents, especial-
ly, enjoyed seeing how successful the youngsters had become;
and the youngsters in the audience found new role models.

Andrea Hartlage, KG4IUM, (2005 Youth Forum presen-
ter, Photo I, has been a hoge advocate for youth in ham radio
and does tremendous volunteering for the ARRL Youth pro-
grams, She was there in person to encourage youngsiers to get
involved and not let age be a factor in restricting their radio
activities.

Longtime Support from MFJ Enterprises

Richard Stubbs and Martin Ju, KSFLU, from MF]
Enterprises, Inc., have supported youth in radio before the
Youth Forum came into being. They donate equipment to the
young presenters and offer discounted prices to the other con-
tributors o the forum.

Hard Work, Generous Donations, Excellent
Presentations

The end of the Youth Forum is always so much fun. 1 had
fellow RCA members hand out The RCA Young Achiever
Award certificates, along with a $100 stipend check to each
}"{'Ili]l'lg FIII'ESEI'HEF.

ICOM. MF] Enterprises, and Kenwood radios that were
generously donated were then won by kids and adults in the
audience. Remarkably, we finished with one minute to spare,
wrapping up the 25 Dayton Youth Forum.

L invite all my readers to be on the lookout for enthusiastic,
young hams who would like to be considered to be a presenter
at the Dayton Youth Forum in 2013, They can contact me at
<caroleperry @ ix.netcom.comz.
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