Every year since 1987, Carole Perry, WB2MGP, has highlighted the
achievements and potential of young radio amateurs at her Dayton
Hamvention® Youth Forum. Her efforts were recognized this year with her
induction into the CQ Amateur Radio Hall of Fame. Here, Carole shares
the highlights of this year’s Hamvention youth forum.

Dayton 2018: 31 Youth Forums and
Counting...

BY CAROLE PERRY,* WB2MGP

Photo A. The 31st Hamvention Youth Forum, organized by Carole Perry, WB2MGP (center), featured eight young hams
presenting on various aspects of amateur radio and their own ham activities. (Photos by Charles Kirmuss, W@CBK)

318t Hamvention® Youth Forum. More incredibly to me, it

was just as exciting as it was the first time in 1987. The dif-
ference, of course, is that now it is a 3-hour forum with huge
support from many of the manufacturers as well as from ama-
teur radio clubs and organizations from across the country.

The first of my eight young presenters this year (Photo A)
was Sujay Ojha, KK6SET, 11 years old from Santa Clara,
California (Photo B). Sujay was a presenter last October at my
youth forum at Pacificon in California. Sujay has volunteered
with his dad, Suresh, W6KTM, to help with emergency com-
munications in Nepal during earthquakes. He brought two of
his modified antennas for display as he spoke about “Schools,
Scouts, and Service.” How wonderful that he has had interna-
tional volunteering experience with ham radio at age 11.

Icould scarcely believe | was welcoming everyone to the
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Next up was 16-year-old Matthew Spiker, KEBFGB, from
West Virginia. He has a General Class license, is a member
of the Opequon Radio Society and hosts the Eastern
Panhandle Traffic net every Wednesday. His topic was “Build-
ing an Inexpensive APRS Tracking Device with a Raspberry
Pi.” Matthew gotinto ham radio through software defined radio.
His confidence at the podium was apparent to all.

Bryant Rascoll, KG5HVO, is 14 years old and from
Montgomery, Alabama. He gave an excellent presentation
on “The 2017 Dave Kalter Memorial Youth DX Adventure to
Costa Rica.” This is a wonderful event and opportunity for
youngsters to participate in a DXpedition. For more infor-
mation go to the YDXA website: <www.gsl.net/n6jrl>. Bryant
is the Section Youth Coordinator for the Alabama ARRL sec-
tion. He enjoys DXing, contesting, antenna building, and CW.
He is also active in Skywarn operations, Mini-Maker Faire,
Field Day, and major ARRL contests.
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Seamus Bonte, KESGTT, is a 13-year-old from Columbus,
Ohio. | met Seamus last October at the Great Lakes Hamcon,
where he gave an excellent presentation at my youth forum
there. His topic at Hamvention was “Mesh Networking for
Emergency Communications.” Seamus also plays sports ...
such as wrestling, football, and basketball ... and the bag-
pipes. This talented young man has a YouTube channel on
games and gaming. He goes with his dad, Troy, AC8XP, to
meetings at the Maxtown Mesh Society.

Photo B. Hamvention Youth Forum presenter 11-year-old
Sujay Ojha, KK6SET, and his dad, Suresh, W6KTM, from
Santa Clara, California, at the Radio Club of America booth.

Photo C. Wyatt Law, Al6V, of Long Beach, California, was the
winner of this year’s “Young Ham Lends a Hand” contest. In
this photo, he’s helping younger hams with digital contesting.
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Mason Matrazzo, KM4SlI, is 15 years old and is from
Clemmons, North Carolina. Mason recently did an interview
with me on Neil Rapp’s “Ham Talk Live.” He gave an excel-
lent preview of his Hamvention talk on his “DXpedition to
Iceland.” Mason made a wonderful presentation about his
experience in Iceland with the weather and many other fac-
tors that he encountered on this fun adventure. He also
enjoys swimming and hiking; and is interested in geography.

My next presenter, Violetta Latham, KN4ATT, piqued the
curiosity of many hams with her topic of “How | Do Ham Radio
Without Internet.” Violetta is 13 years old and is from Green
Castle, Pennsylvania. She and her family lived “off the grid”
for five years. Although she had her Extra Class license, she
was never active until her family moved; and the day they
set up equipment, she started working towards a goal of con-
tacting 100 countries; and got it all in 11 months. Violetta
gave a delightful and informative presentation.

Thomas Cholakov, N1SPY, is 12 years old and is from
Pembroke Pines, Florida. Thomas has spoken at two of my
youth forums at the Orlando Hamcation. His topic at
Hamvention was “Electronics Projects for Young Hams.” He
presented projects that he has personally done, and from
which he learned basic principles of electronics. Thomas is
interested in helping other young people develop an interest
in radio and in electronics. He got his Extra Class license at
11 and does various projects from chasing satellite signals
to building antennas. He records his projects and shares
them with friends.

Tucker Dunham, KD2JPM, is 17 and from Washington,
New Jersey. He displayed his project, “Solar Powered
Digipeaters.” He is a junior in the electronics program at
Warren County Technical School and is a member of the
7218t Mechanized Contest Battalion in Warren County, NJ.
In an emergency, moving data is key. Tucker demonstrated
a plan in which small, portable, self-sufficient digipeaters are
deployed in strategic places to provide a data communica-

Photo D. The ICOM 7200 HF rig door prize was won by Hari

Rebba VU2SPZ (L), father of RCA Young Achiever Dhruv

Rebba, KC9ZJX. Helping Hari hold the carton is S. Suri,

VU2MY, the founder of India’s National Institute of Amateur
Radio (NIAR).
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what’'s new

Handheld Radio Field Guide

Participate in enough incidents and
public service events and you’ll know
that radio frequencies and other
parameters sometimes need to be
changed on the fly. That’s a capabil-
ity that’s built in to most modern hand-
held ham radios (HTs). But the way
it’s done varies from radio to radio.

The Handheld Radio Field Guide by
Andrew Cornwall may make pro-
gramming easier. It provides clear
pictures and straightforward instruc-
tions for front-panel programming
(FPP) of over 65 radios you might see
at events and incidents today — or in
your “New Ham” class.

All the basics are covered: First,
how to set frequency, offset, tone, and
power level for each radio. Next, how
to write that to a memory, and select
that memory. You’ll also find instruc-
tions on locking/unlocking, adjusting
volume and squelch, and resetting the
radio to its default settings.

In addition, the Guide includes
descriptions of common problems
thatusers of each radio mightruninto,
and how to resolve them. For exam-
ple, you’ll see how to get out of modes
you may have accidentally entered.

The Handheld Radio Field Guide
(ISBN 978-0-9996609-0-4) is avail-
able now and has a suggested retail
price of $22.95. For more informa-
tion (including sample chapters),
contact Listening Bird Press. Email:
<info@handheldradio.net>. Website:
<handheldradio.net>.
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tions backbone. He had an actual model
of his project on the stage for members
of the audience to examine. This was
the wonderful concluding presentation
of an exceptionally talented group of
young people at the youth forum. | was
so proud to have been the moderator.

Lending a Hand

After the presentations were over, |
announced the winner of the “Young
Ham Lends a Hand” contest. This year’s
winner is Wyatt Law, AlI6V (Photo C),
who is 18 years old and is from McBride
High School in Long Beach, California.
Devon Day, KF6KEE, the co-advisor of

the high school's Amateur Radio Com-
munications Club, says local adult clubs
call on Wyatt to volunteer for radio
events because of his eagerness to
help and his knowledge and depend-
ability. Wyatt says his “favorite part of
the hobby is spreading it to other youth
and contesting.”

This contest is open to any ham age
18 or younger who has demonstrated
one of the basic tenets of amateur radio
by volunteering for community service;
helping the elderly or military personnel;
or teaching and/or coaching other
young people to get licensed. The win-
ner receives a $100 prize. Nominations

Photo E. RCA President and DX Engineering Chief Operating Officer Tim Duffy,
K3LR (center, smiling), enjoyed the youth forum and later presented DX
Engineering gift certificates as prizes.

Photo F. Commemorative telegraph keys were also given as door prizes. Here,
Ray Novak, N9JA, from ICOM (2nd from left) and his son (far left) assist RCA
“Carole’s Monitors” in distributing prizes.
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